In pleasing contrast to the prevalence of presentations from nursing staffs to superintendents comes the story of a well-known matron, who in her own probationer days saw some evils in the custom, and, on her promotion to office, waged war against it. She knew the annual collections for birthday and Christmas gifts formed a heavy tax on many purses, whose owners shrank from confessing that they could not afford the luxury of giving. The new matron therefore let it be understood in the school that she not only disapproved of so-called presentations, but that she should absolutely decline ever to accept any such outward and visible signs of esteem and gratitude; by this act she probably secured a large measure of both ! A NURSES' HOME WANTED.
A new home for the nurses is being agitated for at the Sussex County Hospital, Brighton, and funds are urgently required for the purpose, the present accommodation being inadequate. The proposed structure will not only add to the personal comfort of the nurses, but will also, by setting free the rooms occupied by them in the old building, render increased space available for the out-patients and officials.
TRAINED NURSES AT DUNDEE. At a meeting held last week at the Caird Home of Nurses at Dundee, most cordial acknowledgment was made as to the value :of trained district nurses. The speakers testified to the good influence which had been brought to bear by the Queen's nurses on all with whom they came in contact, and also to "the cheerful, orderly, and kindly manner" in which arduous duties were performed. Certificates The frontal bone forms the forehead.
In the chUd it consists of two symmetrical halves, which in the adult become fused. Besides the vertical part entering into the vault of is guaranteed, and a heavy commission on every guinea earned is charged in addition. At the end she will piobably bo told by the matron that she is no longer required. Again, there is a "co-operation" where for the first three months 5s. in the guinea is charged as commission, the nurse often being put to the trouble of finding her own work through doctors of her acquaintance. At the end of the three months she has to pay a guinea subscription, and afterwards 2s. 6d. in the guinea on her earnings. The co-operation in question, like many of its kind, has very little work to give, and depends chiefly on the nurses finding their own cases.
During the so-called " slack time," which lasts for some months of the year, the nurses crowd miserably together in the " Home," many, if they can, going away to their own people, whilst waiting for work. I have known nurses in the home pay their board with borrowed money, and then probably leave in debt in the end. When a few cases do come in, nurses are advertised for, instead of the applications being sent on to other institutions, as the better-known associations do. The new nurses, often fresh from hospital, get treated in due time in the same way as the former ones, and they, too, disappear in their turn. The Home itself is often dirty and comfortless, though pretentious, and the food frequently is of the worst quality, wretchedly cooked and served. A nurse may be told on arriving back from a case (after payiDg her commission) that there is no bed for her, and if she has no home in London she must wander forth to look for a lodging. I would warn all nurses] against cooperations of the kind. If they cannot get on the staff of a good co-operation with a committee, or join a reliable institution, let them stay in a hospital, where they will gain experience, be looked after in sickness, and be in the end far better off in health and posket than in any of these places of mushroom growth.
